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yrouncer: 


Tonight we are the guests of Os- 
vego, New York, one of the oldest 
ettlements in the United States. 
Jntil recently, it had the oldest 
iccupied fort in the country. The 
rst military installation was 
ected in 1727, and from that 
ate until the end of World 
Jar II soldiers of one nation or 
other had been stationed here. 


: A wide variety of industries are 
presented here in Oswego, among 
br matches, boilers, machine 
atts, wire products and soybean 
toducts. Higher education is rep- 
esented by the State University 
seachers College founded in 1861 
— Dr. Edward Austin Sheldon. 


(Our third host organization to- 
fzht is the Kappa Phi Kappa 
taternity founded at Dartmouth 
milege in 1922 as a professional 
dacational fraternity. Today, it 
as spread throughout the United 
ates with 56 active chapters and 
we alumni chapters. 

1 Now to preside over our dis- 
sssion, here is the founder and 
poderator of America’s Town 
keeting of the Air, George V. 
enny, Jr. 


oderator Denny: 
Good evening, neighbors. To- 
ght we invite you to join us in 
hother representative American 
munity, the peaceful city of 
swego, New York, on the quiet 
pres of Lake Ontario. 
ast week we considered the re- 
ts of the Japanese Peace Treaty 
neluded the week before at San 
ancisco. Tonight we turn to 
even more baffling problem, 
"What should be Western Ger- 
ny’s place in Europe today?” 
‘tty million citizens of Western 
many cut off from eighteen 
twenty million of their former 


Western Germany’s Place in Europe 


countrymen by an imaginary line 
we call the Iron Curtain are al- 
most sure to be the first military 
objective if and when the Russian 
war machine starts its conquest 
of Europe. 

If you were a citizen of Western 
Germany today, what policy would 
you advocate? As American cit- 
izens, what policy do you think 
we should follow in this country? 
Fortunately, we have with us this 
evening the Charge d’Affaires of 
the Federal Republic of Germany 


and the United States—that is, 
Western Germany— Mr. Heinz 
Krekeler, and two distinguished 


Americans who have recently re- 
turned from Western Germany and 
Europe, Dr. Saul Padover, Dean 
of the School of Politics of the 
New School of Social Research in 
New York City, and Congressman 
Patrick Hillings, Republican of 
California. 

Let’s keep in mind that all de- 
cisions with respect to Western 
Germany must have the approval 
of the Big Three occupation 
powers, Britain, France, and the 
United States. Last week the For- 
eign Ministers of these three coun- 
tries agreed to end the occupation 
as such and to sign a peace con- 
tract, not a treaty, with Western 
Germany if it agrees to contribute 
troops to the European Army under 
the direction of General Eisen- 
hower and to share the Ruhr’s coal 
and steel under the Schuman Plan. 

We hear first from Dean Saul 
Padover of the New School for 
Social Research in New York City, 
Member of the Psychological War- 
fare division of the United States 
Army in Germany during 1944 and 
1945, who has been specializing 
in German and European history 
and politics and has traveled in 
Germany every year since 1944. 
Dr. Saul Padover. 


Dr. Padover: 


Mr. Denny, I am in favor of 
not rearming Germany. And 
briefly, I will state five reasons why 
we should not and must not rearm 
Germany. First, Germany is a 
nation without democratic roots. I 
know that Dr. Krekeler feels dif- 
ferently, and I also know that there 
are individual democrats in Ger- 
many, as Dr. Krekeler is, but the 
truth is that the overwhelming 
majority of Germans have no 
democratic habits or traditions. 


The moment we start restoring 
the military to power in Germany 
we can begin to count the days 
when the present democratic re- 
public will come to an end. AI- 
ready the officers in Germany are 
Organizing a powerful veterans 
organization. In the very near fu- 
ture they will have millions of 
veterans following them. Already 
there are twelve hundred German 
veterans’ organizations and there 
are generals, including SS men, 
already talking big. 

Secondly, the military class, 
which has always ruled Germany, 
is certain not to be an American 
puppet. It has too much pride 
and arrogance and power—or will 
have power soon—to take orders 
from any foreign nation. If Wash- 
ington expects the revived Ger- 
man militarists to be a reliable 
ally, or viable in any way, I 
am afraid it is due for a rude 
awakening. I realize Congress- 
man Hillings thinks that we can 
put on safeguards. I assure you 
from experience that there is no 
such thing as a safeguard against 
a revived militarist sovereign na- 
tion. 

Thirdly, Germany has the most 
powerful industrial system in 
Europe, with a _ steel-producing 
capacity greater than that of any 
mation in the world outside the 
United States. The traditional al- 


bx 


liance between generals and in},, 
dustrialists, which existed unde: 
the Kaiser and under Hitler, w 
again make Germany the mighties}| 


country in Europe, next to thx 
Soviet Union. 
Fourthly, a restored and mill}; 


itarized Germany will be driven b} 
its own interfial dynamics and ecof: 
nomic needs to some form of ex 
pansion. 

In effect, 


pune 


It always has been sojy) 
the Germans will haven; 


Russians or with us. Frankly, 
do not see what we will have t 
offer them. The Russians, on thi}, 
other hand, will be in a positios}i; 
to make a deal with a powerfulj, 
Germany. 


At any rate, we have no guar 
antee whatsoever that a new anc 
revived militarized Germany wil) 
be on our side. Indeed, econom 
ically and geographically, she may 
be driven Eastwards rather thar 
Westwards. We have no market: 
for Germany. In other words, we 
may be raising a Frankenstein. |~ 

Finally, by this hasty decision td 
rearm Germany, we are, I an) 
convinced, destroying all chance: 
to build up a democratic Germany} 
German democracy, which is now 
in its cradle and still fragile, needs} 
time to grow. It also desperatel 
needs encouragement—I mean the} 
Democrats, particularly the forces} 
of social democracy, of labor, and} 
of liberalism. But once the gen: 
erals take power, and they are| 

bound to take power, democracy 
is finished in Germany and we will 
have defeated ourselves. | 

These are some of the cont 
sequences which the American 
people should know and debate. 
If we must build up German mil- 
itarism, and I do not think that 
we must, let us at least not do it 
blindly, but, instead, let us be 
aware that we are taking a des- 


erate and dangerous 
Applause) 
fioderator Denny: 


Thank you, Dr. Padover, for a 
tear-cut statement of one view- 
point. 


gamble. 


Now, indicative of the represen- 
ative nature of our speakers this 
‘vening, we'll hear next from the 
‘oungest member of Congress, who 
as also just returned from West- 
rn Germany and a trip throughout 
furope including behind the Iron 
curtain. He is a member of the 
fouse Judiciary Committee and 
was elected on the Republican 
icket from the 12th Congressional 
District of California. Congress- 
aan Patrick Hillings. 
fengressman Hillings: 

Mr. Denny and ladies and gentle- 
nen, it is certainly a great pleasure 
© be on this program that I have 
istened to for so many years and 
which is doing such a fine job to 
seep the American public in- 
ormed of the issues of the day. 

Well, one week ago today I re- 
urned to Washington from Eur- 
ipe. My trip took me throughout 
sermany, behind the Iron Curtain, 
nto the Soviet area. I am con- 
inced from what I saw that the 
hreat of communist aggression in 
Western Europe is great. I am 
onvinced that we must marshal all 
f the strength of the anti-com- 
aunist forces in Europe to meet 
his great threat, and this means 
£ course the active participation 
if the German people in build- 
ng the defense of Europe. 

General Eisenhower told me of 
is concern in this regard during 
ny visit with him at his head- 
juarters just 15 miles outside of 
aris. General Eisenhower and 
is officers at the Supreme Head- 
warters of the Allied Powers in 
‘urope are convinced that West- 
on Germany would be the first 


place to face the brunt of a Red 
attack in Europe. If Western Ger- 
many should fall to the Russians, 
then France and Belgium and the 
Netherlands, Luxemburg and 
Austria would face immediate in- 
vasion. Well, therefore, we must 
be prepared to stop any Russian 
attack in Western Germany itself. 


Now, Dr. Padover, you’ve argued 
that we might run the risk of re- 
kindling German militarism and 
nazism which has disrupted the 
peace of the world so many times 
in the past. And of course it 
seems to me that we run an even 
greater risk if we allow Germany 
to stand defenseless, to be taken 
over by the Russians and_ the 
communists throughout the world 
and the great production of Ger- 
many utilized to advance con- 
tinued communist aggression 
throughout Europe. That seems to 
me an even greater risk, but 
nevertheless recognizing it as a 
risk, I believe that we can minimize 
it in many ways 

I think we can do so by incor- 
porating German divisions in a 
European army where they will 
be integrated with divisions of 
other European allies. I think we 
can further minimize this risk by 
proper decentralization of German 
armament production and dispersal 
of armament industry among the 
various European countries in 
such a way that Germany alone 
will not possess the complete arm- 
ament plant required for any Prus- 
sian militarism to wage complete 
wat. 


And additionally, we can en- 
courage the early development of 
the Schuman Plan with German 
participation—to require Germany 
to share her coal and her steel 
with the rest of Europe. 

And Mr. Krekeler, just a few 
days ago I talked with the leaders 
of your government, the West 


German Republic, and with Chan- 
cellor Adenauer. I remember we 
discussed the problem of Ger- 
many’s place in Europe on the 
banks of a little town on the 
Rhine. 

Chancellor Adenauer and _ his 
Government have taken the posi- 
tion in favor of German parti- 
cipation in the defense of Europe. 
However, the great issue of Ger- 
man rearmament must be decided 
by the German people themselves. 
But we must point out to these 
people that with their new-found 
democracy also comes a great re- 
sponsibility, to defend themselves 
and the other free nations from 
communist aggression. It must 
be on the basis of this respon- 
sibility that the German people 
are allowed to assume a new part- 
nership with Western Europe and 
they mustn’t be asked to partici- 
pate purely as hired Hessians in the 
problem of European defense. 

Our watchword today should 
be, “Remember Korea.” We 
failed to arm the people of South 
Korea and thus invited Red ag- 
gression in the new war. Germany 


today is a potential Korea, The 
38th parallel is the Elbe River 
which divides Communist Ger- 
many from Free Germany. We 


must not repeat the mistake of 
Korea. We must give the Ger- 
man people an opportunity to de- 
fend themselves in partnership 
with the free world so long as the 
threat of communist aggression 
remains before us. Thank you 


very much. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Congressman Hil- 
lings. Our spokesman tonight for 
the people of Western Germany is 
Mr. Heinz Krekeler. Mr. Krekeler 
was trained as a chemist at the 
University of Berlin. He was 
elected to the Diet of North 
Rhine, Westphalia, the largest state 


in Germany, in 1945, as a membei}w 
of the free democratic party. Hege: 
was appointed the first counsel 


is now Charge d’Affaires of the) 
Federal Republic of Germany inj) 
the United States, which means: 
the Ambassador. Mr. Krekeler 
will you give us your ideas off; 
Western Germany’s place in Eur-g 
ope? 

Dr. Krekeler: 


Mr. Denny, ladies and gentle-F* 
men. I am really grateful that 
I can attend this Town Meeting to-} 
night because it gives me a first-}" 


hand impression of how you 
American people really are think- 
ing. 


Well, I think I first should an- 
swer the question that was put to 
me, whether the German people! 
really feel democratic. I think 
that there are many proofs to this 
effect, but I think the most con- # 
clusive one seems to be to me the 
results of the recent elections. 
These elections were absolutely 
free and absolutely secret. I think 
everybody you might ask in Ger- 
many will agree with me. 

Now those German voters would } 
have been absolutely free to vote # 
either for the Reich, the Extrem- 
ists, or for the Communists. So 
they were absolutely at liberty to 
express their opinion, and I think } 
it has an importance that an over- 
whelming majority voted for the 
democratic parties of all parts. 
We have less thaii 5 per cent com- 
munists and even less in the Fed- 
eral Parliament of Extremists. So 
this is my answer to the question 
put to me. 

So, Mr. Padover, I shall tell you 
frankly and you will not be sur- 
prised that I have in many re-— 
spects another approach to the * 
problem than you. For instance, — 
I take your statement that Germany , 
had no democratic traditions and | 


| am grateful that you said that 
here are democrats in Germany. 
(here certainly are, but I think 
iso in regard to German demo- 
tratic tradition, I should like to 
point out that in Germany, cer- 
ainly democracy was not strong 
‘nough to prevent the catastrophe 
—to prevent Hitler’s taking power. 
But that doesn’t lessen the im- 
portance of the fact that we have 
long tradition of democratic life 
n communities. 
And I see from the example of 
our Town Meeting here how im- 
ortant it is that democracy has its 
pots on the community level. And 
think we can go back to, cer- 
ainly broken, but also existing, 
‘aditions of centuries in this re- 
Dect. 
‘Now my approach to the prob- 
sm of Germany’s place in the 
‘ee world and in Europe is this 
se. I think we should remember 
vat two decisions of major im- 
ertance have been made after 
v wat which were not a matter 
F course, and this we should re- 
ember: the first decision was a 
scision already made in 1945 that 
ermany should be brought back 
, democracy. I think it is not a 
ater of course that this decision 
as taken of having Germany for 
long time go under some sort of 
telage, but I think I am right 
say that only by this decision 
uu got the codperation of demo- 
atic-minded people in Germany 
build up the democratic life in 
e nation, and only by this was 
ermany prevented from falling 
ey to communism. (Applause) 


»derator Denny: 

Thank you very much, Dr. Kre- 
ler. Dr. Krekeler had more 
say but he saw the red stop- 
ht in front of him and he 
pped, and he’ll have an oppor- 
ity during the discussion 


petiod to perhaps finish the ob- 
servations he was about to make. 

Dr. Padover, perhaps you would 
start us on our discussion here. 
Dr. Krekeler and our Congress- 
man here made some _ remarks 
about what you’ve said. What do 
you want to start off the discussion 
with? 


Dr. Padover: Well, I would like 
to start the discussion with a com- 
ment and ask a question or two. 
I think that the policy of rearm- 
ing Germany—I think Congress- 
man Hillings’ thesis is based upon 
one or two tremendous assump- 
tions—that the Russians are going 
to march. I think all recent his- 
tory shows that the Russians do 
not march, they use native com- 
munists to march. They have 
used them in Korea; they have 
used them in Czechoslovakia; they 
have used them in China. 

I think there is no practical 
proof that the Red Army is go- 
ing to take Europe or Germany. 
If they had planned to take it, 
they could have taken it in the last 
six years when there were no 
allied troops whatever anywhere 
in Europe to defend them. The 
fact is that the Russians intend to 
take the world by subversion, by 
propaganda, by use of domestic 
communists and other subversive 
means. 

The fact is that the Russians have 
not marched into Western Europe 
and into Germany for one reason 
only—they are afraid of American 
power and a few German divisions 
are not going to make the slightest 
difference one way or another if 
the Russians decide to move. The 
fact is that it is not Russian policy, 
it is a fallacy; and for this false 
assumption we are willing to 
sacrifice, I think, whatever chances 
there are for German democracy. 


Mr. Denny: Would you let Con- 
gressman Hillings comment, be- 


cause you've attacked his main line 
of argument here? 


Congressman Hillings: Well, 
thank you, Mr. Denny. I think 
that in listening to Dr. Padover’s 
comment that the danger isn’t 
great, that we don’t have to 
worry too much about the Russian 
moving, I can’t help but remember 
a statement made by President 
Harry S. Truman in June of 1950 
in which he said that we are closer 
to peace now than we've been at 
any time since the last war. And 
what happened? A few days 
later we were at war in Korea 
where we have suffered almost 
two hundred thousand casualties 
right now. 

When I was in the Soviet 
zone of Germany a few days ago 
every single Russian soldier I 
saw—and I saw a lot of them— 
were carrying guns just as they 
would walk down the street. Quite 
a bit different than the average 
GI who is walking around in the 
various countries where we have 
American soldiers stationed at the 
present time. I think the situation 
is grave, it is serious. To say 
otherwise would be kidding our- 
selves and I think we had better 
not allow ourselves to be lulled 
into a false sense of security be- 
cause the Russians haven’t moved 
up until now. (Applause) 

Dr. Padover: Well, Congressman 
Hillings, I don’t think it’s a false 
sense of security. It is the Ameri- 
can power that prevents the Rus- 
sians from marching. The Rus- 
sians have had every chance in 
the world to march and didn’t do 
so im six years, and I don’t think 
they will because we are becom- 
ing increasingly powerful every 
day. About Korea—to be sure 
President Truman in June said 
what he said. But why did the 
Communists march into Korea? 
Because certain people in Wash- 


ington in high positions had saidje 


plied that we will not defend 
Korea and then we pulled our 
troops out of Korea. He almostiji 


in, but in the case of Germany,g 
this is not the case. The Russiansifsi 


war. i 

Congressman Hillings: Could I} 
make just one quick comment? Dr.{! 
Padover, you are using the ex-}* 
ample of Korea where the Red 
aggression was invited in South) 
Korea because we said it wasn’t 
defensible. Aren’t you now saying} 
that Western Germany is not de- 
fensible and therefore issuing the}j 
same invitation to the Reds to move}, 
in and take it? (Applause) 

Dr. Padover: No, Congressman jy 
Hillings, certainly not. First, we} 
have a powerful army in Germany; |, 
and secondly, we have given them} 
warning again and again and again } 
that if they cross the line they) 
will have war. That is not the} 
same situation. 


Mr. Denny: All right. Did you} 
have a question for Dr. Krekeler, } 
or Dr. Krekeler, do you want to 
question them? They’ve been on} 
the spot quite a lot. 

Dr. Krekeler: Thank you very | 
much, Mr. Denny, and I am very } 
grateful that I can finish my speech. | 
You see what I wanted to make } 
as a second point is even more 
pertinent to the question of Ger- 
many’s role in Europe and that 
is this one. The purpose of the | 
Marshall Aid was not only to’ 
give economic help to the Euro-/ 
pean countries, for which we are 
most grateful, but it was a far-— 
reaching political program of 
European integration. And I think 
with all that we are discussing to- 
night, all our thinking about the- 
integration of Germany into the 


idemocracies, of how all demo- 
cracies shall go on—I think we 
gree with this—with all this we 

ust have in mind this program 
of the Marshall Plan that means 
political and economic integration 
in Europe; and I think that has 
been taken into our minds because 
this is one of the greatest safe- 
guards against a revival in Europe 
of militarism and nationalism— 
that we unite and we should stand 
together there. And we are per- 
fectly prepared. We don’t regard 
it as a gamble but it is better to 
join in this. 

Dr. Padover: I find myself in 
agreement with Dr. Krekeler that 
there is a good deal of democracy 
in Germany on local levels. The 
basic problem is, can we save it 
if we hand the power over to the 
generals. And all experience has 
shown that we cannot. I'd like 
to hear Dr. Krekeler answer that. 

Dr. Krekeler: Yes, I think no- 
body thinks about handing the 
political responsibility and power 
tS military people in Germany. 


Nobody has talked about it. We 
have democratic government, we 
have a parliament, we have a 
constitution, and a constitutional 
court. J think we have every 
national safeguard and _ interna- 
tional safeguard in the proposed 
integration of Europe which I 
would like to repeat once more. 


Congressman Hillings: Just one 
comment on the question of the 
German generals. I think we must 
all remember that it was the 
politicians, the Nazis led by Hit- 
ler, and not necessarily the gen- 
erals, that rose to power in Ger- 
many and destroyed its one-time 
free government. As a matter of 
fact, the only group in Germany 
during the last days of Hitler 
that attempted a revolt of any 
kind were the German generals. 
And while we must be suspicious 
of them and while we must never 
allow any ex-Nazi who is a general 
to assume new power in Germany, 
let’s not condemn all of the gen- 
erals because there was one group 
that did try to overthrow Hitler 
at one time. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: Now this is one 
of the most representative and 
eager audiences we have ever had. 
The aisles are full of people with 
questions. We'll start with the 
young man down here. 


Man: Dr. Padover, wouldn’t it 
be fair practice to allow Western 
Germany to rearm in view of the 
fact that Eastern Germany has 
such a program under way? 


Dr. Padover: Well, what we 
should be doing and what they 
aave been doing in Eastern Ger- 
many is to set up a police force. 
Unfortunately in Western Germany 
nur policy has not been clear. 


We have not set up a large en- 
ough police force. There is no 
evidence that the Soviets in the 
East have organized a powerful 
army. They have a large police 
force, I understand, of about 100,- 
000 men, which is a totally dif- 
ferent proposition from restoring 
the military. 

Congressman Hillings: Just one 
comment on this word police. 
We have, you know, police action 
going on in Korea, and now we 
are talking about a police force in 
Germany. We've got police force 
in a lot of other places. We’ve 
probably got more policemen in 


the world than we've ever had 
in history, and all the laws are 
being broken more than they ever 
had in history. I think we must 
be realistic and recognize that 
if we are going to build an armed 
force in Germany it’s going to be 
a German military force that will 
be part of a European defense 
of Europe, and we must remember 
that one of the things we’re going 
to have to do and we had better 
do it soon is to go on the of- 
fensive rather than the defensive 
in this question of German unity. 
The Russians have been stealing 
the thunder from us in East Ger- 
many. It’s time that we talked 
about a united Germany under a 
free Government. (Applause) 


Man; Dr. Krekeler, if a situa- 
tion rose in Germany, is the Aden- 
auer government strong enough 
to deal with it and thereby assure 
the democratic world of its trust 
in it? 

Dr. Krekeler: Well, I think so. 
I think that the government in 
Germany is so stable and we have 
all these checks and counterchecks 
that are so significant in your 
American political life. We have 
it also. We have the constitutional 
court and I think it is quite stable 
and we can take all this upon us 
as our responsibility. 


Man; Congressman  Hillings, 
can West Germany ever emerge as 
a united democracy while severed 
indefinitely from the rest of the 
country ? 

Congressman Hillings: 1 pre- 
sume you mean can Germany, 
rather than West Germany, be- 
cause I presume you are talking 
about a unification of all of Ger- 
many, both the East and the West. 

Man; My question was intended 
to ask if West Germany itself 
could become a united democratic 
nation while remaining indefinitely 
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separated from the balance of the gai 
country. | 


Congressman Hillings: 1 don't 
believe that we should approach 
the program in Europe or in Ger- * 
many by allowing ourselves to } 
think only in terms of a West # 
German Republic. That’s the mis= 
take that I believe the State De- 


partment has been consistently 
making. If you will read the jr 
statements of Mr. McCloy, the 


High Commissioner, if you will 
read the statements of Mr. Acheson, 
you will note that most of them 
are talking about West Germany. 


It’s time we talked about all of i 


Germany and I think that we can 
do it, and eventually get an 
opportunity for the East Germans 
to come in if they so desire and 
join West Germany under a 
democratic form of government. 
And I think that’s what we should 
be shooting for. 


Lady: Dr. Padover, is a strong 
veterans’ organization in Germany 
going to be a good or bad in- 
fluence on the German politics? 


Dr. Padover; Well, in a coun- 
try like Germany you can take it 
for granted that a veterans’ organ- 
ization first is always run by the 
generals, never by former Gl’s. 
Secondly, German generals are al- 
most always fascists, almost always 
anti-democratic. You can assume 
that veterans organizations will 
be violently nationalistic — inci- 
dentally, violently anti-American, 
if you like, if you read the sources 
nowadays. 

Mr. Denny: Dr. Krekeler has a 
comment on that. 

Dr. Krekeler: First of all I 
think it’s natural that veterans 
form associations, and also in my 
country; and secondly, I should 
like to ask Dr. Padover one thing. 
Dr. Padover, do you know that 
those newly formed veterans’ or- 


ganizations rejected the request of 
Riemer, the representative of the 
Nazi ex-soldiers, to join them? Do 


' 


you know that expressly they 
Separated themselves from WNeo- 
Nazism? I think that’s very im- 


portant. 


Dr. Padover: Yes, Dr. Krekeler, 
I do know, but I don’t think it 
means anything. It’s actually 
smart politics today to pretend 
that you are on the side of the 
Americans and the British. Actually 
IT have in front of me here an 
article from the Herald Tribune 
where it says that General Hasso 
von Manteuffel, chief military 
advisor of Dr. Adenauer, told 
Riemer himself to stay away be- 
-ause it’s going to look bad, so he 
stayed away. But this means noth- 
ing whatever in view of the 
ivnamics of Germany. 


‘Man: Mr. Hillings, you want a 
strong Germany. How do you 
sxpect to do this if you favor de- 
‘entralization of German military 
2ower, one of their greatest assets ? 


~Congressman Hillings: Well, I 

elieve that I said we want a 
trong Europe. That’s the big job 
ight now. We've got to build 
jurope, not only France or Ger- 
many, or any one individual coun- 
ry in Europe, but build all of 
jurope so that it can be prepared 
o withstand the possible threat 
x the possible challenge of Red 
geression. Germany must assume 
tesponsibility in that defense of 
urope. That’s part of the tre- 
ponsibility of being a democracy 
thich Germany now has, certainly 
1 the Western part of that coun- 
y. That’s the job and I think 
ermany must be willing to share 
and work toward that end, toward 
1e defense of all of Europe, 
nd not Germany alone. 


Man: Dr. Krekeler, do the eff- 
rts of certain parties to reinstill 
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Nazi ideas in Germany pose a 
threat to Western Germany’s fu- 
ture status? 


Dr. Krekeler: Well, I should 
say that when we take into view 
this huge development of European 
integration, I am quite certain 
that we will overcome all the na- 
tionalistic and similar tendencies. 
I think it all depends upon the 
political development in the whole 
of Western Europe. 


Man: Dr. Padover, to what ex- 
tent will the German people go in 
aiding themselves and the Western 
nations in combating communism? 

Dr. Padover: Well, I don’t quite 
understand the question. In West- 
ern Europe, as Dr. Krekeler said, 
or was it Congressman Hillings, 
there are very few communists. 
Actually the communist vote is 
about 5 per cent. I’m sorry, I 
didn’t quite get the drift of your 
question. 

Man: To what extent will the 
German people help us, or help 
themselves, fight Russia, in other 
words? 


Dr. Padover: Oh, help them- 
selves is a much better point, be 
cause they certainly, in a case of 
an invasion, are certainly on the 
firing line. 

Man: Mr. Hillings, are Ger- 
man economics and man power in 
a condition to assist the Western 
nations against communism? 


Congressman Hillings: J don’t 
believe we can say that they are. 
I don’t believe that we can say 
that the economics and man power 
of France or of England or of 
any other country for that matter, 
in Europe are in a position that 
we would like to see them in in 
order to defend all of Europe. I 
do believe that the recovery in 
Germany has been phenomenal. 
If you could see it as I did a few 
days ago and see the Germans 


working day and night rebuilding 
their buildings, contrasted with 
what you see in the Soviet sector, 
you will realize that they have 
a great deal to offer us. Cer- 
tainly their coal and steel and 
their production facilities would dv 
much, if utilized, to take some of 
the load off the American tax- 
payers who are sacrificing so much 
for all of the rest of Europe, and 
I think that’s an important con- 
sideration, too. 


Man: Mtr. Krekeler, my conten- 
tion is that the German people as 
a whole are not ready to be ruled 
under a democracy. Do you agree? 


Dr. Krekeler: Most emphati- 
cally I do not agree with you. As 
I stated already before, I think the 
German people by their secret 
votes have proved that they are 
not only willing to accept demo- 
cracy but that they are actively 
engaged in building up democracy. 


Mr. Denny; A slight difference 
of opinion between the questioner 
and Dr. Krekeler as between Dr. 
Padover and Dr. Krekeler. 


Man: Dr. Padover, what is the 
greatest obstacle to the spread of 
democracy in Western Germany? 


Dr. Padover: Before I answer 
that I must correct Mr. Denny. 
There is no difference of opinion 
between Dr. Krekeler and me. We 
both agree that there are demo- 
crats in Germany. He believes 
probably that there are more than 
I think there are. But, however, 
I do believe that a democracy has 
a future in Germany and I think 
it is unfair and unrealistic to 
assume otherwise. But the whole 
point of my argument tonight is 
that we are not giving this demo- 
cracy a chance. I think this an- 
swets your certain question too. 


Mr. Denny: All right, then there 


is only a slight difference of 
opinion between you and Dr. 
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Krekeler. 


Congressman Hillings: On this J. 


question concerning German demo- 
cracy, 


ment that I think Dr. 
might be interested in. 


Krekelet 


is not a true hanest course of civics 
in the various German schools, 
such as we understand it. 


Germany a real opportunity 


of a form of government that we 


know as a democracy or a repub- |: 


lican form of government. 1 
think if that were improved that 


would help a good deal toward \ 


helping to instill the ideals of 
democracy in the young people of 
Germany. 

Dr. Krekeler: As my own boy 
here spent one year in an American 
school, 
agree with you that we could do 
more in this respect. He learned 


much more here of the workings } 


of government than is customary, 
but we have fewer teachers with 
less facilities; so give us time to 
build this up. We have certainly 
the will to do so. 


Man: Congressman Hillings, 
what evidence did you find in 
Western Germany that Western 
Germany is actually sincere in 
wanting to side with the West? 


Congressman Hillings: Well, the, 


people of Western Germany, of 
course, are very much confused 
and concerned about the situation. 
I don’t believe that the majority 
of the German people have act- 
ually made up their minds. There 
was an article, for example, in 
the New York Times on Sunday 
written by Drew Middleton in 


which he said all of the polls that~ 


they were taking—the German 
edition of the Gallup poll, some 


Congressman Hillings? } 


I have a criticism of the jf 
operation of the German govern- }, 


Congressman Hillings, I — 


When I |, 
was in Germany I found that there }.., 


Ap I. 
parently the German schools are ‘ 
not giving the young people of }, 
to 
learn much about the operation | 


ee 


of us Republicans don’t rely too 
strongly on Gallup polls anymore 
—but nevertheless the Gallup polls 
in Germany were showing that 
actually the majority of the Ger- 
man people were in a stage of 
indecision on the question of re- 
armament. I think it’s up to us 
to show them that they are going 
to assume a status as a partner and 
they are going to have to assume 
ia responsibility in the defense of 
Europe as a whole. I think that 
if they begin to realize that, 
more of them are going to be 
‘willing to take the stand to defend 
their country as well as Europe 


‘against the threat of the com- 
‘munists. 
Lady: Dr. Padover, now that 


wwe are fighting for unity of the 
rworld, how can we achieve this 
‘unity if we omit such an impor- 
‘tant country as Germany? 


Dr. Padover: Ym sorry but the 
<@uestion, I think, is based upon 
1a misunderstanding. Nobody 
surges the omission of Germany 
trom anything, from any civilian 
organizations, from any economic 
or social or parliamentary organ- 
‘ization. The basic argument that 
[I made tonight was that the re- 
arming of Germany means restor- 
ing of power to the military. Sec- 
vondly, a German army is not our 
wally. In fact, I think it’s easy to 
rprove the other way around. 


_ Lady: Dr. Krekeler, what’s to 
sstop another man from _increas- 
ing the Extremists in Germany 
wwith the rise of newly formed 
\veterans’ organizations, just as 
(Hitler did between 1920 and 
11930? 

Dr. Krekeler: Well, first of all, 
I think a lot has changed since 
‘that time. And I think the Ger- 
mmian people are absolutely fed up 
‘with any sort of totalitarianism. 
‘And secondly, I said that we have 


learned a lesson from Weimar. 
We have fitted out our constitution 
with much more checks and coun- 
terchecks than before, and cer- 
tainly I hope that very soon we 
will form insoluble links with 
other European nations, especially 
with France. 


Man: Dr. Padover, why shouldn’t 
Germany, as has Japan, be given 
the chance of showing us that 
they can also fight for a demo- 
cracy ? 

Dr. Padover: Because the peo- 
ple whom you are going to hand 
over power to do not believe in 
democracy, especially our kind of 
democracy. They have other kinds 
of interests, and I don’t want to 
get into the argument that we 
certainly have no guarantee about 
Japan either, but that’s not my 
subject for tonight. In the case 
of Germany, it is a desperate 
gamble which all history proves 


is going to blow up in our faces, 
I think. 


Mr. Denny: All right, thank you. 


Man: Dr. Krekeler, what assur- 
ance do we have that a nation still 
unrepentant of its crimes against 
humanity would not repeat them 
if entrusted with arms and auto- 
nomy? 

Dr. Krekeler: J think you can’t 
say that a nation is unrepentant, 
because individuals in a nation 
can be ashamed of what has hap- 
pened, but you can’t establish a 
collective responsibility. That is, 
forgive me, totalitarianism in it- 
self. But certainly there was a 
very strong move last month— 
peace with Israel—and I think 
this is an indication that the Ger- 
man nation is really willing to 
make an absolutely new start. 


Lady: Congressman  Hillings, 
what about the East? Do you 
know anything about their feelings 
in the matter? Are we or are we 


not fostering a civil war in Ger- 
many ? 

Congressman Hillings: 1 don’t 
believe we're fostering it but I 
think the Soviets are. There is no 
question about the fact that one of 
these days—there is certainly a 
little question in my mind from 
what I saw in Germany, and I 
went into the East zone of the 
Soviet territory—the Soviets would 
like to send some of the Germans 
from the East against the Ger- 
mans from the West, just as they 
sent the North Koreans against 


THE LISTENER 


the South Koreans. We must con- 
tinue in every way possible through 
our efforts of public information, 
through our fine example in the 
West, by strengthening the demo- 


cracy in the West, by encouraging |. 
the people of Western Germany |, 


to assume responsibility in West- 
ern European “defense, to show 
the people of East Germany that | 
it would be much better to stand 
with us and with their brothers 
in West Germany than it would 
be to listen to the false propaganda 
of the Russians. 


TALKS BACK 


on 
“WILL INDUSTRIAL JAPAN DOMINATE ASIA’S MARKETS?” 


Program of September 21, 1951 


Speakers 
Dr. Sherwood Fine Senator George Malone 
—* 
Each week we print as many significant comments on the preceding Tuesday's 
broadcast as space allows. You are invited to send in your opinions, pro and con, 


not later than Thursday following the program. It is understood that we may 
publish any letters or comments received. 


* 


INTERNATIONAL VIEW 


Evidently 84,000,000 Japanese 
living in a country smaller than 
California must import food and, 
in order to do that, export some- 
thing. If other countries make it 
impossible for this to happen and 
the Japanese can’t emigrate in 
sufficient numbers — some nations 
will not take them— they must 
starve or fight, and it is pretty 
certain that most of them will do 
the latter. That would be true 
of any people. 

It ought to be evident that the 
well being of the Japanese is as 
much our concern as theirs, or 


in other words, that we must look 
at their problems with an inter- 
national mind.—JoHN R. SWAN- 
TON, Newton, Mass. 


OVER-ALL EFFECT 


Senator Malone and Dr. Fine 
missed a good point on the effect 
of cheaper imports on the entire 
economy. Certainly, affected in- 
dustries will be hurt . . . but the 
over-all effect will raise the stand- 
ard of living. If I save $50 on a 
sewing machine, I have the fifty to 
spend for something else. I am 
better off, and so is the industry 
that gets my $50. — FRANK J. 
MEINEN, Chippewa Falls, Wisc. 
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_ TOWN MEETING AND WORLD OPINION 


In these critical times, “America’s Town Meeting” considers it 
just as important to understand the views of people in other coun- 
ries as those in our own. That is why Dr. Heinz L. Krekeler has 
been invited to participate in this week’s program. He is in a posi- 
ion to give you the first-hand account of German opinion which is 
secessary for an intelligent understanding of Germany’s problems. 

Two years ago “Town Meeting” traveled around the world 
xpressly to bring you the views of our neighbors in twelve world 
apitals. Since then, many of our discussions of Asia, Europe, the 
Middle and Far East have been highlighted by representatives from 
hese very areas. 

If you want to become more familiar with the trend of thinking in 
ther parts of the world, you will find the following Town Meeting 
Bulletins particularly helpful. The complete selection is available 
or $1.30. Individual copies are 15c each (except for the first, which 
3 10c.) Address all orders to Town Hall, New York 18, New York. 


* 


How Should the Free Nations Deal with Present Aggression? 
“ester B. Pearson, Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs, and 
ea. Wayne Morse. (December 12, 1950) 


_ How Can the Non-Communist Nations Unite to Fight Aggression? 
erd Wilmot, British Labor Peer; Christian de Margerie, Counselor 
# the French Embassy in Washington, D. C.; and Rep. John M. 
‘erys. (January 16, 1951) 


Roads to Peace in 1951. Carlos P. Romulo, Secretary of For- 
jen Affairs, Republic of the Philippines; Dorothy Thompson, and 
William C. Foster. (February 27, 1951) 


What Do the Asian People Expect of America? Col. Ben C. Limb, 
ermanent Representative of Korea to the United Nations; J. J. Singh, 
resident of the India League of America; and Norman Cousins. 
May 15, 1951) 


Is Peace Possible in the Middle East? Hussein Kamel Selim Bey, 
‘ean of the Faculty of Commerce, Fouad I University, Cairo; Lord 
Yilmont, British Labor Peer; and Morris L. Ernst. (June 5, 1951) 


Is the West Finished in Asia? Soedarpo Sastrosatomo, Press Attache 
? the Indonesian Embassy; James A. Michener, and John C. Caldwell. 
June 26, 1951) 


What’s Wrong With British-American Relations? Stafford E. D. 
arff, Director of British Information Services, Chicago, and Sen. 
rancis Case. (July 24, 1951) 


Can Asia Be Saved From Communist Imperialism? Rammanohar 
shia, Foreign Policy Chairman of the Socialist Party in India; George 
aik, Korean Minister of Education; and Harlan Cleveland. (July 31, 
951) 


" What Kind of World Does World Youth Want? Vithal Babu, 
scretary of the Congress Party in India; Gerrit Kreveld, Secretary of 
.e Socialist Youth of Belgium; and Philip Willkie. (August 7, 1951) 
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FOR FURTHER STUDY OF THIS WEEK’S TOPIC 


Now that you have read the opinions of the speakers on the subject, ‘‘Western 
Germany's Place in Europe,’ you are probably ready to draw your own con- 
clusions. In making up your mind, you may want to consider the following 
important background questions. 


* 


i. Should the Occupation Statute be replaced by a “contractual agree- 
ment” now? 


a. How much political and economic sovereignty should be re- 
stored to Western Germany? 


b. Should Western Germany be given the same freedom and equal- 
ity granted to Japan? 


c. How much control should the Allies retain? 

2. How does the present partition of Germany affect her role in 
Europe? 
a. Under what conditions can Germany be unified? 


b. Should we accept the East German proposal for free elections 
to unify Germany? 


3. What part should Germany play in European defense? 
a. Is German rearmament necessary to the defense of Europe? 


b. What assurance have we that West Germany would be on our 
side in another war? 


c. Does Germany want to rearm and face the possibility of fight- 
ing another war? 


d. Is there any danger that German rearmament might lead to 
a resurgence of German militarism and future aggression? 


e. Should we insist on more safeguards before strengthening 
Germany? 


f. How should German troops be integrated into the European 
army ? 


g. Who should be responsible for the recruiting and training 
of German soldiers? 


h. Should former German generals play any part in the military 
participation of Germany ? 


i. Should our European defense line be at the Rhine or the Elbe? 


4. How would German control of her economy affect the economies 
of France and Britain? 


a. Would a revived Germany gain economic dominance in Europe? 
If so, would this be a threat to Europe? 
5. Is Germany pursuing a “middle road” politically? 


a. Is the Neo-Nazi movement gaining strength? If so, how should 
this threat be handled? —* 


b. Is there any danger of a Communist uprising? If so, how can 
this danger be met? 


6. Will the strengthening of Germany, coming on the heels of the 
Japanese peace treaty, incite Russia to the point of aggression? 
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